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TRUASSIC TIMES         

 

COMING IN HOT FOR THE SUMMER! 

Summer has always been the busiest time of year here at Akron Fossils & 

Science Center, but this summer marks our biggest summer season yet! 

Packed full of camps, new exhibits, and new tour options, summer 2017 is 

already shaping up to be an incredible season. This summer, we’re offering 

summer camps nearly every week of the summer season with a variety 

of six different themes from which to choose! We are also excited to 

announce the introduction of a brand new tour structure that will allow 

visitors to better tailor their visit and have the best experience possible.  

Make sure to check out our Founder’s Fodder article as Mr. Sanderson 

explains the thought process behind these new options and why we’re 

excited to present them to the public. We’re so excited for all this summer 

has in store and we hope you will all be a part of it with us! 

 ñOur hope is that guests will never feel misled 

in any way about who we are. Our hope is 

that this new model will more fully present 

Akron Fossils & Science Center as a science 

center that is willing to examine and present 

the evidence in a clear way, enabling the 

customer to decide.ò - Bill Sanderson 

APPAREL 

Don’t forget to check out our apparel, available in the gift shop and online! 

Our shirts and hats come in a wide variety of colors, styles, and designs and 

are a fun way to show your support for intelligent design, science, fossils, 

and of course, Akron Fossils & Science Center!  
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Kid’s Zone 

Summer is finally here and with summer comes summer camps! With the first of our camps kicking off June 12th, we 

couldn’t be more excited to kick into summer mode here at Akron Fossils & Science Center. Every year we work hard to 

make camps bigger, better, and more fun-filled, and this season is no exception. This summer, weôre offering SIX 

different camp themes— there really is something for everyone! Our summer camps are each five days long with 

morning and afternoon sessions offered. We also have before and after care options available.  Campers are led 

through four different stations: Discover, Snack, Create, and Play, all themed towards the camp of your 

choosing. Because we’re offering camp sessions all summer long, its not too late to register. Check out the description and 

links below to find the camp that’s right for you! 

Dinosaur Adventure Camps 

During our Dinosaur Adventure Camps, campers will be learning all about dinosaurs and 

paleontology! Learn how scientists dig for fossils, how dinosaurs are classified, all about the 

fossils record, how replicas are made, and so much more! 

Dates & Registration 

Week 1: Dinosaur Hunters- June 12-16, 2017  

Week 2: Dinosaurian World- July 24-28, 2017 

 

Creature Feature Camp 

 

At Creature Feature Camp, campers will have the opportunity to learn all about how to 

handle and care for live animals, about zoology, animal anatomy and physiology, biomes, 

ecosystems, and more! And of course, campers will have the chance to meet some of our 

creature friends! 

Dates & Registration 

Animals Inside and Out: July 10-14, 2017 

 

Mad Science Camp 

If you love hands-on science, experiments, and messy fun, then you’ll love our Mad 

Science Camp! Campers will learn all about chemicals, gravity, elements, magnetism, and 

more all the while getting to participate in fun, hands-on science experiments! 

Dates & Registration 

Documenting Data: June 19-23, 2017 

 

  

http://akronfossils.com/camps
http://akronfossils.com/313
http://akronfossils.com/media/1/25/2017%20Dino%20Camp%20Brochure.pdf
http://akronfossils.com/media/1/25/2017%20CF%20Camp%20Brochure.pdf
http://akronfossils.com/media/1/25/2017%20Mad%20Science%20Camp%20Brochure.pdf
http://akronfossils.com/media/1/25/2017%20Mad%20Science%20Camp%20Brochure.pdf
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Space Camp *NEW 

 

At our Space Camp: Mission to Mars, campers will be learning all about exploring 

the Red Planet including ongoing research and upcoming missions! 

Dates & Registration 

Mission to Mars: June 26-30, 2017 

 

 

 

 

CSI Camp * NEW 

Grab your trench coats detectives! At our all new CSI Camp: Without A Trace, 

campers will have the opportunity to learn all about the methods that real crime scene 

investigators use to solve crimes. Learn about data collection and analysis, finger 

printing, DNA testing and more! 

Dates & Registration 

Without a Trace: July 17-21, 2017 

 

 

 

 

S.T.E.A.M. Camp * New 

STEAM is an approach to learning that uses Science, Technology, 

Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics to guide student inquiry, dialogue, and 

critical thinking. At our STEAM Camp, campers will spend each of the five camp 

days learning about one of the elements of the STEAM curriculum– Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math! 

Dates & Registration 

Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics: June 31- August 

04, 2017 

 

  

http://akronfossils.com/355
http://akronfossils.com/357
http://akronfossils.com/355
http://akronfossils.com/356
http://akronfossils.com/357
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Akron Fossils is offering an ALL NEW birthday party package theme! CSI: Crime Scene Investigation! Party packages 

include Catching Criminals, Eyes on Evidence, and Fabulous Forensics. Like all of the amazing party packages offered at 

Akron Fossils & Science Center, the CSI party includes access to a CSI lab (party room) for 2 hours, zip-lining, admission 

to Truassic Park, and at least 2 CSI activities including Fun With Fingerprinting, Freaky Forensics, Baffling Blood, 

Mystery Powders, and MORE! To book a party, you can call us at 330-665-3466 or email us at info@akronfossils.com.  

For the full brochure for CSI: Crime Scene Investigation birthday party package, click the magnifying glass below!                                

 

http://akronfossils.com/media/1/CSI%20Birthday%20Party%20Packages.pdf
mailto:info@akronfossils.com
http://akronfossils.com/media/1/CSI Birthday Party Packages.pdf
http://akronfossils.com/media/1/CSI Birthday Party Packages.pdf
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Meet Rosie!  

Meet the newest edition to the AFSC family, Rosie! Rosie is a bearded dragon 

and we’re so excited to have her as part of our creature clan.  Her official 

scientific name is Pogona Vitticeps, and she is only one of a wide variety of 

bearded dragons. There are a total of nine different bearded dragon species and 

these can be bred to produces a wide variety of colors, although a mix of green, 

tan, and yellow are the most common. Bearded dragons are native to Australia 

and were introduced into the United States in the 1990’s where they have 

continued to grow in popularity. Here’s some fun facts about AFSC’s newest 

resident! 

Bearded Dragon Facts: 

- Although bearded dragons are native to Australia, exporting wildlife has been illegal in Australia since the 1960s. 

Bearded dragons were smuggled out and bred in America between the 1970s-1990s and are now abundantly 

available in the USA. This means that while Rosie’s ancestors were from the land down under, Rosie herself is 

American! 

- Bearded dragons are omnivores and eat a mix of insects, vegetables, and fruits.  

- Young bearded dragons need to eat more insects than vegetables because they are growing. A typical juvenile 

bearded dragon will eat between 20 and 60 crickets (or other insects) a day! 

- Bearded dragons love bright light! Remember, they come from the Australian desert, so they need at least 12-14 

hours of full spectrum light. 

- Bearded dragons are able to change their color in response to stress or to help regulate their body temperature. 

- They can lay up to 24 eggs in one clutch (collection of eggs) and can lay up to 9 clutches per year! 

- Bearded dragons can run on two feet if needed. 

- A bearded dragon has the ability to lock its legs in place so that it may sleep standing up. 

 

               Make sure to come say hi to Rosie on your next visit to Akron Fossils & Science Center! 
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Founder’s Fodder 

This time of year is always exciting around Akron Fossils and Science Center as we 

prepare for our busy season of summer activities. The Simply Science classes were a 

huge success, the Science Fair was great fun, and Super Science Saturday continues to 

be well received with regulars coming each session. 

Jodie has a summer full of camps planned, and the group schedule is filling out nicely. 

We are also getting great traction on our birthday parties, regularly booking as many as 

four in a day. 

Nick Reinfeld, and Alexandria have developed a spectacular marketing plan to roll out 

the new exhibit hall and launch our new "Creation Education" museum. 

It was decided that because we have two distinct thrusts in our programming, that there was a need to separate our 

regular activities as a science center that are not related to creation and origins, from the creation-based tour of 

origins. The "You Decide" theme of the exhibit hall enables people to look at both models for origins, and make their 

own decisions about what the evidence best supports. 

Additionally, we will offer two distinct tours allowing visitors to specifically have the experience they desire. Upon 

arrival, guests have the choice between a creation based tour or simply a non-origins, neutral tour which will include 

lessons on fossilization, how fossils are formed, and will include the opportunity to hold real fossils. Our hope is that 

guests will never feel misled in any way about who we are. Our hope is that this new model will more fully present 

Akron Fossils & Science Center as a science center that is willing to examine and present the evidence in a clear way, 

enabling the customer to decide. We are also proud to be a center that provides many other programs around the 

many other fields of science. 

 The "Creation Education Museum" wing will be devoted to creation education and will be a part of the many other 

activities of the Center, which are materially more focused on operational science such as birthday parties, 

sleepovers, and replica making. We see this as more clearly defining without any reduction in our desire to connect 

people to the truth. 

The Creation Education tour will be offered as both a self-guided and guided tour, and will encourage several visits 

in order to fully absorb the vast amount of information now contained in the exhibit hall. Special pricing to 

accommodate several visits has also been developed. 

Plans are also underway to consider the acquisition of the property to the south on Minor road and build a high and 

low ropes challenge course. This would be a fantastic project which could perhaps be the key to us being self-

sustaining.  

Continue to pray for us and let me know if you would be willing to be a prayer partner for the next 40 days 

starting June 15th. The commitment would be to pray every day for 40 days for all matters regarding the science 

center. 

An email* in return for this commitment would be deeply appreciated.  

Thank you for your continued support, 

Bill and staff               

*info@akronfossils.com 
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You know What Iôm Saying? Language production, processing, and acquisition in the 

remarkably unique human brain.  

Written by Alysha Schall 

 “Hello!” You and I hear this phrase on a daily basis. In fact, it is 

probably the catalyst to many other words you will begin to speak 

throughout the day in order to communicate with one another.  It’s 

language. Language is the reason this article is able to be written as 

well as how you are able to read it. Language in the form of a 

“hello” can be a vibrational pattern of soundwaves traveling from 

one set of vocal chords, through the air, into someone’s ear, which 

is then sent to the auditory nerve, and interpreted by the brain to 

mean a greeting from one individual to another. It can have 

nothing to do with sound and be the pattern an individual signs 

out with their hands which is then taken in by the eye and 

interpreted in the brain.  

Whatever way language is communicated, it is an integral part of being alive and functioning in this world, and 

yet out of the estimated 8.7 million living organisms on this earth, humans alone possess this ability.  Through 

language, we are able to communicate an infinite number of feelings, emotions, and ideas. But what exactly is 

the science behind language? How do our brains acquire, process, and produce it? 

The ability to speak and understand language is fascinating, yet because most of us experience it on a daily 

basis, we think little of it. However, the process of acquiring, comprehending, and producing language is both 

complex and incredible. Many think of language as originating in the tongue and vocal chords, or even the ears. 

However, the true center of origin for language is the brain. Language, in fact, has very little to do with the 

outer physical organs of the lips and ears and many who do not possess the ability to use these parts are fully 

capable of possessing language. Those who are deaf and mute are still able to comprehend and produce 

language while, on the other side, there are those whose ears and vocal chords work perfectly who are unable to 

produce or understand language due to brain injury. The seeming magic that is language acquisition and 

production begins instead in the cerebral cortex. 

The cerebral cortex is the outer neural tissue of the cerebrum of the brain. Our brains are separated into two 

hemispheres with language processing taking place in the left hemisphere for approximately 97% of adults. 

Early studies in the 19th century noticed that those who were injured on the left side of their brain experienced 

difficulty with communication. Further studies showed that when the left 

side of patients brains was shocked with an electric current, those patients 

had difficulty speaking. Additionally, if a person’s left hemisphere is put to 

sleep, the patient is able to think, but not talk. Many also find it more 

difficult to repeat after someone when tapping their right fingers as this 

partially occupies parts of the left hemisphere.  

Most of the work of language processing takes place in two specific 

association areas known as Broca’s Area, and Wernicke’s Area. Broca’s Area 

is concerned with grammatical processing and the motor functions required to produce speech. The area can be 

further broken down into anterior and posterior sections, with the anterior processing the meaning of words 

while the posterior processes the sound of words. Individuals with injuries to this area can understand others 

but often struggle to put together sentences that make sense grammatically. They may have all of the correct 

words, but not be able to string them together in a grammatically correct way. Additionally, they may have 
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difficulty comprehending sentences that are grammatically complex. Broca’s area also plays a role in language 

production and is connected to motor control functions for speech production and also helps us to take 

information and communicate it to others.  

Wernicke’s Area is where much of language comprehension takes place. It helps us understand others and 

express our thoughts. When we receive the sound of language, we hear all of the words with little to no pause in 

between (as we see when they are written) and yet we are able to comprehend individual words. This is thanks 

to the processing that happens in Wernicke’s Area. Unlike those with injuries to Broca’s area, individuals with 

injuries in Wernicke’s area often have difficulty understanding others and are able make grammatically correct, 

but contextually nonsense sentences. They speak quickly and fluently in what seems to others to be nonsense 

although they themselves are unaware that what they’re saying doesn’t make sense. This is why aphasias in this 

area are known as “jargon aphasias”. To summarize the difference between the two areas, Wernicke’s Area 

allows you to understand speech and Broca’s helps you to produce it, although newer imaging research 

suggests that the lines of division are likely not that clear cut and both areas play a role in both comprehension 

and production. 

While the way language is processed and speech is produced in the brain has been studied by scientists for 

nearly two hundred years and much about how language is produced in the brain is understood, language 

acquisition continues to baffle both neurologists and linguists. We often take this ability for granted, but the 

ability to acquire and understand language is truly remarkable. While it takes the average adult approximately 

five to ten years to become fluent in a new language, infants as young as one year old have shown sensitivity to 

grammar and by two years old, almost as if by magic, nearly 100% children are able to comprehend most 

speech and produce a small amount themselves. 

Early theories suggested that children learned language based on positive reinforcement. I.e., a child makes a 

certain sound and is given an object in return, the child then learns to associate that sound with that object. 

The problem with this theory is that the rules and grammar children use far exceeds the input they receive. Not 

to mention the time it would take to learn a large vocabulary using this method simply does not match up to 

the language progression we see in children. Newer theories presented by linguist Noam Chomsky suggests a 

“Universal Grammar”. The theory proposes that humans have innate, biological grammatical categories that 

facilitate language acquisition. That is, his theory suggests that humans are born with an innate, special ability 

that cannot be clearly seen or categorized which allows us to quickly acquire language. Even newer theories 

argue against Chomsky, claiming that to have innate categories such as nouns and verbs would be crediting a 

child’s brain with adult-like knowledge and instead points towards the idea that children are sensitive to 

pattern recognition and this ability allows them to quickly pick up the patterns that allow them to acquire 

language.  

There is no shortage of theories today concerning how humans acquire language, but at the end of the day, 

linguists and scientists alike simply do not yet understand the enigma that is language acquisition. While we 

may not yet fully understand the mechanism that allows us to learn and produce language, we can say with 

certainty that it is something that not only enriches our existence, but one that makes us distinctly human. 

 

Sources 

Baumgardner, Dr. John, and Dr. Jeremy D. Lyon. "A Linguistic Argument for God's Existence." Answers in Genesis. 

N.p., 21 Jan. 2017. Web. 29 Apr. 2017. 

Lancaster University. "Language shapes how the brain perceives time." ScienceDaily. ScienceDaily, 2 May 2017. 

<www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/05/170502112607.htm>. 

Lemetyinen, H. (2012). Language Acquisition. Retrieved from www.simplypsychology.org/language.html 

http://www.simplypsychology.org/language.html
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Brain Teaser! 

Can you solve this summer brain teaser?  

Five people (3 girls: Katie, Anna, & Grace and 2 boys Chris & Michael) are going to the beach. Each of them 

brought something different, a different colored towel, plans to do something and eat 

something. Figure out what each person brought with them, the color of their towel, 

what they will do at the beach, and what they will eat. Good luck!  

 

The purple towel got a lot of use from the girl who was tanning.  

 

The sunscreen had to be waterproof because the user got really wet.  

 

Of course the surfer had to bring his surfboard from home.  

 

Eating her sno-cone in the shade of her umbrella kept it from melting on her blue 

towel.  

 

Ketchup, from his snack, dripped all over a boy's red towel leaving red drops all over it.  

 

Only the boys got more than their feet wet.  

 

Katie asked Anna if she thought the owner of the yellow towel would mind if Katie put her cooler 

on his towel while he surfed.  

 

The seashell collector spread out her findings on her pink towel.  

 

Anna remembered her sand bucket but didn't have enough money to get a sno-cone after paying for her 

nachos.  

 

The bucket wasn't used for playing in the sand.  

 

The hamburger was ordered with just mayo, mustard, and pickles.  

 

The hotdog eater had a little sunscreen taste to the dog because it dripped from his water soaked hair.  

 

Being so fair skinned Michael had to be sure to use his high spf sunscreen when out in the water.  

The girl who played in the sand used her umbrella to shade her.  

 

The contents of the cooler contained Coke, chips, water, and ice.  

 

Anna is worried about wrinkles and doesn't like to tan  

 

Click the gummy bear popsicles for the answers!

http://akronfossils.com/riddler
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Join Our Team! 

Volunteer 

Our science center relies on you to help bring our vision and our mission to others. Volunteering is not only a great way to 

help out, but is an opportunity for those interested in what goes on behind the scenes here to get a sneak peek at what 

goes into making a science center work.  Check out the volunteer page on our website to see how YOU can get involved! Or 

contact  Alysha Schall at alyschall.akronfossils@gmail.com 

Here are just SOME of the areas you can volunteer!  

-General Volunteer 

 

-Summer Camp Counselors 

 

-Grounds Keeping and Maintenance      

-Park supervision 

-Get trained to give guided tours!                                                                              

 

 

  

http://akronfossils.com/volunteer
file:///C:/Users/Staff/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/alyschall.akronfossils@gmail.com
http://akronfossils.com/volunteer
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THANK YOU To Our Sponsors! 

The exciting renovations and exhibit updates you have heard so much about are possible because of the generous 

donations of the following individuals. Without their investment and faith in Akron Fossils & Science Center, we would 

not be able to accomplish all that we do. THANK YOU!  

 

¶ Dr. Al Gotch, Sun Biofine: Sponsoring the Intelligent Design Exhibit  

 

¶ Maimone Family: Sponsoring the Carbon Dating Exhibit  

 

¶ Power Graphics: Sponsoring Tower of Babel Exhibit  

 

¶ Darlene and Kevin Stoner: Sponsoring Mineral Exhibit  

 

¶ Anonymous Donor: Sponsoring two exhibits 
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Upcoming Events 

June 17- Super Science Saturday- Honeybee Farms 

June 19- Mad Science Camp begins 

June 26- Space Camp: Mission to Mars begins 

July 10- Creature Feature Camp begins 

July 4: CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAY 

July 15- Super Science Saturday- The Beach and Its Buddies 

July 17- CSI Camp begins 

July 24- Dinosaur Adventure Camp: Dinosaurian World begins 

July 31- S.T.E.A.M. Camp begins 

August 3- Wilderness Canoe Trip 

August 19- Super Science Saturday- Beyond the Galaxy 

August 21- Simply Science Open House 

 

     ***Make sure to bring in your coupon for a FREE zip-line ride on your next visit! *** 

 

Come ride our 200 ft zip-line! 

Contact Us 

Akron Fossils & Science Center 

2080 S Cleveland Massillon Rd 

Copley OH 44321 

330-665-3466 

info@akronfossils.com 

akronfossils.com 

 

 

http://akronfossils.com/super-science-saturday
http://akronfossils.com/madsciencecamp
http://akronfossils.com/355
http://akronfossils.com/313
http://akronfossils.com/super-science-saturday
http://akronfossils.com/356
http://akronfossils.com/summer-camp
http://akronfossils.com/357
http://akronfossils.com/40
http://akronfossils.com/super-science-saturday
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